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Repeated Phrases of Jesus:  Faith / No Faith 
July 26, 2026 

 
Today we continue our sermon series called: Repeated Phrases of Jesus. Each week we 
are looking at another phrase that Jesus said frequently. And if he said it frequently, we 
should probably pay attention to what he is trying to tell us. Three weeks ago we 
discussed the two most commonly repeated phrases of Jesus, “Truly I tell you” and “It is 
written.” Last week we talked about his words, “Don’t be afraid” words he said often.  
 
Today we will consider how often Jesus spoke about having faith, or having little or no  
faith. Again, this was frequently emphasized in Jesus’ words. Our focus verses for today 
provide one of the times Jesus talked about faith. (Luke 7:44-50) Then he turned toward 
the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did 
not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not 
stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on 
my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven-- for she loved much. 
But he who has been forgiven little loves little." Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are 
forgiven." The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even 
forgives sins?" Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." (Jude 
1:24-25) To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his 
glorious presence without fault and with great joy -- to the only God our Savior be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 
forevermore! Amen.  
 
Little Frankie was asked by his mother what he learned in Sunday School. He said, 
“Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue 
mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his 
engineers build a pontoon bridge, and all the people walked across that pontoon bridge to 
safety. Then he used his walkie-talkie to radio headquarters and call in an air strike. They 
sent in bombers to blow up the bridge, and the Egyptian army too. The Israelites were all 
saved, and the Egyptians were all destroyed.” “Now Frankie, is that really what your 
teacher said?” his mother asked. “Well, no, Mom. But if I told it the way the teacher did, 
you’d never believe it.” Little Frankie has already developed a cynical streak, hasn’t he? 
Usually a person has to get older before they start doubting God’s truths. And sadly, there 
is no shortage of doubters or disbelievers in regard to God’s Word.  
 
As we continue our sermon series on “Repeated Phrases of Jesus” today, we will  
consider Jesus’ frequent references to someone having great faith or little faith. Over and 
over, the Scriptures emphasize the importance of faith. Here’s what Jesus’ disciple John 
states at the end of his Gospel. (John 20:31) “But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.” The Apostle Paul says this: (Romans 3:21-22)  “… The Law and the Prophets 
testify [to a] righteousness from God [that] comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe.”  When we consider the importance Scripture places on faith in a person’s life, is 
it any wonder that Jesus would refer to it over and over again? Consider what Jesus 
himself says about faith in God’s Word. (John 5:24) “I tell you the truth, whoever hears 
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my word and believes … has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over 
from death to life.” This is what Jesus says about faith in him. (John 3:16)  “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.”   
 
Faith in Christ, and faith in the truths of God’s Word, which all point to Christ, is crucial 
for forgiveness and salvation for each and every one of us. So Jesus comes back to this 
topic over and over again. He commends those who have great faith. He reprimands those 
who have little faith. The really interesting thing about this is that often it is those whom 
we would least expect to have great faith who have it. And often it is those whom we 
would expect to have the greatest faith, those people closest to Jesus, and those people 
who had the greatest scriptural knowledge, who are criticized for having the least faith.  
 
Let’s start by talking about having little or no faith. Here’s a pretty typical example from 
the Gospels. Jesus had been doing miracles daily, and his disciples had seen every single 
one of them. They had seen him do incredible things. Then this happened. (Matthew 
8:23-26) [Jesus] got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Without warning, a 
furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was 
sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to 
drown!" He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and 
rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. There was another time 
when he and his disciples were on the Sea of Galilee in a storm. This time Jesus came 
walking out to them on top of the water. Impetuous Peter wanted to do the same. Jesus 
told him to go ahead and do it. So Peter did. And he was walking across the water, when 
suddenly the doubts hit him. And as soon as they did, he began to sink. (Matthew 14:31)  
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, 
"why did you doubt?" He said it to the disciples again when they couldn’t heal a boy and 
wondered why. (Matthew 17:20) "Because you have so little faith.” He said it to them 
again when they didn’t comprehend something he was trying to teach them. (Matthew 
16:8-9)  "You of little faith … Do you still not understand?” Jesus criticized them yet 
again after his resurrection. (Mark 16:15) He rebuked them for their lack of faith and 
their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 
 
After all the miracles the disciples had seen Jesus do. After seeing him raise other dead 
people back to life. After Jesus had told them specifically that he would rise back to life 
on the 3rd day, they still didn’t believe Jesus was alive! These men who had spent three 
years with Jesus, who had heard Jesus’ teaching, who had received special insights and 
instruction from Jesus, who had seen his incredible miracles, over and over again. These 
privileged men, were criticized by Jesus over and over again for their lack of faith.  
 
And it’s easy for us to criticize the disciples for their lack of faith. Yet, we are every bit as 
guilty of having little faith as the disciples were. We know what the Bible teaches us 
about Scripture being inspired by the Holy Spirit, that is, given by God himself. And we 
know what the Bible says about Scripture being 100% true and without error. Yet, 
perhaps we still find ourselves doubting some of the concepts of Scripture, or some of the 
accounts, just like little Frankie did. Jesus says to us, just like he said to the twelve: 
(Matthew 16:8-9) "You of little faith … Do you still not understand?” We know that God 
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promises in his Word to care for our every need, yet still we stress out about life and 
worry ourselves sick about our special challenges. Jesus says to us: (Matthew 6:25, 30)  
“… Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 
you will wear … O you of little faith.” We know God promises in his Word to protect us. 
We know God promises to work everything out for our good, yet still we live our lives in 
fear. Jesus says to us: (Matthew 8:56) "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" We 
know that God tells us clearly in his Word that Jesus has paid for our every sin,  yet still 
we doubt that those deep, dark secrets of ours could really be forgiven. Still we doubt that 
our worst sins could really be paid for in full. Jesus says to us: (Matt. 14:31)  "You of 
little faith … why [do] you doubt?" Brothers and sisters, whenever we doubt God’s Word 
in any respect, we are sinning, and we are demonstrating "little faith."  
 
The sad fact is that those who call themselves believers, sometimes have little faith. And 
if believers continue on that path, they can ultimately come to the point where they have 
no faith, where they are no longer believers, but unbelievers. God grant that we never slip 
so far that we know the right answers, but don’t believe them.  
 
God grant that we cling to God’s Word, and trust God Word, that we hear, and read, and 
study, and learn God’s Word, that we immerse ourselves in God’s Word. God grant that 
we revere, and treasure, and frequently spend time with God’s Word because God’s Word 
is God’s chosen instrument to create and build our faith. And, brothers and sisters, there 
is something we must all understand. Faith is a dynamic thing, it is constantly changing. 
Faith is not like a ham that you put in the freezer, and then when you need it a month or 
two later you take it out unchanged. Your faith is not something that you can pull out of 
cold storage, and thaw and use undamaged. Your faith is constantly changing. Either it is 
becoming stronger, or it is becoming weaker. Either it is growing, or it is dying.  
 
God uses his Word to deepen our understanding and increase our faith. God uses his 
Word to change our little faith to great faith. In fact, it is only through God’s Word that 
our little faith grows into great faith. And, believe me, we want our little faith to become 
great faith, instead of no faith. We want a growing faith, and not a withering one. 
Someone has written these words: When faith in Christ goes, a person, the thinker, loses 
their greatest thought. A person, the lover, loses sight of their greatest love. A person, the 
worker, loses their greatest motive. A person, the sufferer, loses their securest refuge. 
When faith in Christ goes, a person, the sinner, loses their only help. A person, the 
mortal, loses their only hope. A person, the fool, loses everything.  
 
In our focus verses, we have an example of a theologically learned man who did not  
believe in Jesus, and a simple, sinful woman who did. Jesus was invited to have dinner at 
a Pharisee’s house. This is remarkable because the Pharisees were adamant opponents of 
Jesus. And it’s clear that this Pharisee did not hold Jesus in high regard either. He did 
nothing to honor Jesus or welcome him into his house. Meanwhile, a woman who was 
publicly known to be a sinner came into the house. (Luke 7:38-39) As she stood behind 
[Jesus] at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them 
with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who 
is touching him and what kind of woman she is – that she is a sinner.  Then Jesus 
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reprimanded the Pharisee. He said to him, “You did nothing for me as I came into your 
house, but this woman has not stopped showing me love since I got here. She is forgiven, 
because she loves and believes.” This publicly renowned sinner had faith in Jesus. She 
believed that she, even she, could be forgiven in Christ. She believed that Jesus was the 
Promised Savior, and that in him she would find forgiveness of sins, even her sins. And 
she was right.  
 
The same is true for us. I, even I, am forgiven in Christ. Even my sins are paid for in full 
by the blood of Christ. You, even you, are forgiven in Christ too. Even your sins are paid 
for in full by the blood of Christ. You and I believe that Jesus is our Savior, therefore our 
sins are forgiven, and therefore we also go through life in peace. What a blessing it is to 
have faith in Jesus, and to have all the blessings that come through faith in Jesus.  
 
In our focus verses we have an example of a public sinner who had great faith, and   
whose sins were forgiven because of that faith. And we have an example of someone who 
had great theological knowledge, but had little or no faith. I think it’s clear which person 
we would rather be. Hopefully we all understand the importance of faith in regard to 
forgiveness and salvation. But let’s not overlook the fact that the Lord blesses faith in our 
day-to-day lives as well. Where there is faith in the Lord, there are God’s blessings. And 
where there is great faith, there are also great blessings. Consider these examples where 
Jesus commented on a person’s great faith, and blessed them richly. Note that often these 
people were people we might least expect to have great faith.  
 
(Matthew 8:8, 10, 13)  [A Roman] centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you 
come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  … When 
Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I 
have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.  … Then Jesus said to the 
centurion, “Go!  It will be done just as you believed it would.”  And his servant was 
healed from that very hour. Then there was a Canaanite woman from the region of Tyre 
and Sidon who endured one of Jesus’ most grueling tests of faith in all of the Gospels as 
she begged to have her daughter healed. Jesus finally said to her, "Woman, you have great 
faith! Your request is granted." And her daughter was healed from that very hour. There 
was also the Samaritan leper Jesus healed who came back to praise Jesus. And the 
woman who was bleeding for 12 years who just touched Jesus’ cloak. And the blind man 
in Jericho. And the list goes on and on. The Lord blesses great faith with great blessings.  
 
If we don’t get what we want from God, it is probably due to 1 of 4 reasons. 1. We have 
neglected to ask God for what we want in prayer. 2. We don’t have because we haven’t 
asked God. 3. What we want is not good for us or for God’s kingdom, so God doesn’t 
give it. 4. It is not yet the right time for God to answer this prayer for us. God will give 
what we request, but it will be according to God’s timetable. These are all legitimate 
reasons why the Lord does not give us what we want. Then there is another possibility.  
Maybe God doesn’t answer our prayer because we have little faith, and don’t really 
believe God will answer us. Listen to what Jesus said to two blind men. (Matthew 
9:27-31) As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, "Have 
mercy on us, Son of David!" When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and 
he asked them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" "Yes, Lord," they replied. 
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Then he touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith will it be done to you"; and 
their sight was restored. 
 
I think that often we tend to shy away from the concept of being blessed through our 
faith. I know that some televangelists preach a lot about “prosperity theology.” They 
preach that if a person believes enough, they will be wildly wealthy and without any 
wants of any kind. They preach that whatever a person asks for, if they have enough faith, 
God MUST give it to them. This is flat-out false. Jesus promised his followers blessings, 
but not necessarily material blessings. And certainly not any and every material blessing 
someone requests. Often the greatest blessings we receive from the Lord are spiritual 
blessings.  
 
Nevertheless, it is biblical truth that where there is great faith, God gives great blessings. 
Often God will give the blessing of providing exactly what that believer wants. But 
sometimes God’s blessings will take other forms, which are not necessarily what the 
believer wants, but which are great blessings nonetheless. And always God’s blessings 
will be what God knows that believer really needs. Where there is great faith, God brings 
great blessings. And here’s the amazing thing, it is by God’s grace that God gives us 
faith. We don’t make the faith, God does. And over time, through continual contact with 
the Word of God, God gives us great faith. Oh, what a blessing faith is. So I say again 
what I said before, remember that God’s Word is God’s chosen instrument to create and 
build our faith. Therefore, God grant that we cling to God’s Word, and trust God Word, 
that we hear, and read, and study, and learn God’s Word, that we immerse ourselves in 
God’s Word. God grant that we revere, and treasure, and frequently spend time with 
God’s Word because that is what God uses to turn our little faith into a great faith, and 
our great faith into an even greater faith.  
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