Red, White, and Blue Forever
June 28, 2026

A warm welcome to everyone. A special and heartfelt welcome to the guests in attendance
today. We are truly glad you are here. Most of this morning’s service is printed in the
worship folders. The rest, the hymns and some of the prayers, can be found in the red
hymnals. We will sing a number of hymns today, more than we usually do, but so many
hymns tie in so beautifully with the blessings of our country and of our Savior. The hymns
should be pretty familiar to most, and they are shorter or they are abbreviated. Because our
service today is specially arranged, it is almost impossible to gauge how long it will last. If
by chance it goes longer than an hour and you have other obligations to get to, please feel
free to leave whenever you need to. Today’s special service is written to celebrate 2 of our
greatest gifts, and 2 of the things we often take totally for granted, our national freedom
and our spiritual freedom.

Carl Sandburg wrote: When a society or civilization perishes, one condition must always
be found. They (it’s people) forgot where they came from. They lost sight of what brought
them along. The hard beginnings were forgotten, and the struggles. ... Not knowing the
past, they lost sight of what brought them along. On the day before the Declaration of
Independence was signed, John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail: this great anniversary
ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God
Almighty. Our service today is written with the prayer that we will all be reminded of the
tremendous blessings we have in our national freedom, and in our spiritual freedom. And
in thanksgiving this morning, we offer our devotion and praise to God

Introduction to Leviticus 25

The concept of liberty was certainly not foreign to the people of Israel. In fact, when God
gave them their civil laws, he set aside the 50" year to be a year of Jubilee, of freedom.
The land that a person owned in Israel was faithfully passed down within the family
through the generations. But if a person was in financial hardship, they could sell their
family property. In fact, they could sell themselves into slavery, or if debts demanded,
could be taken into slavery. But in the 50" year, the year of Jubilee, all the land returned to
its original owner, and all the citizen slaves were freed. That’s why it was a year of liberty,
of jubilation. Scripture Reading: Lev. 25:10-13

National Freedom

Liberty, absolute freedom, is an incredible blessing. In this nation it includes, freedom of
religion, freedom of speech, freedom to vote for whomever we please, freedom to run for
office, freedom to live wherever we want, freedom to choose whatever occupation we
want, freedom to marry whom we choose, freedom to have as many children as we choose,
freedom to bear arms, the guarantee of a fair trial if accused. Liberty, absolute freedom, for
all Americans, regardless of gender, or color, or age, or social standing, or beliefs is not
something the people of this country always had. Nor is it something that billions of people
around the world have even today. We have it, yet we take it almost totally for granted.
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In 1775 at the Virginia Convention, Patrick Henry roused not only the Virginians, but all of
the colonies when he said: Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price
of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take,
but as for me, give me liberty or give me death! A year later, on July 2, 1776, Richard
Henry Lee’s motion that: "These United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and
independent states ...” was adopted by the Philadelphia Congress. Thomas Jefferson was
designated to put the motion into words. Two days later, on July 4, the Declaration of
Independence was signed by John Hancock. Soon 55 others had, at great personal risk,
written their names on the document.

In the Declaration of Independence these famous words were written: We hold these truths
to be self-evident: That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. In the Gettysburg Address in 1863, Abraham Lincoln referred back to this
amazing and wonderful day and document: Four score and seven years ago our fathers
brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal. Our Liberty Bell is called the Liberty Bell
because it is inscribed with this truth. Quoting Leviticus 25:10, it states: “Proclaim liberty
throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.” And as American citizens, we still
pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which
it stands, one nation, under God, with liberty and justice for all. As Americans, we have
liberty. We as a whole nation of individuals are free. May we never, ever, take this liberty
for granted.

Red, the National Significance
(Hardiness and Courage)

The red of our flag stands for hardiness and courage. And isn’t that an appropriate
symbolism when you think of all the men and women that have died for our country
through the years, and this continues even to this day. In the past 250 years, well over a
million people have died fighting for our nation! I can’t even imagine the courage it takes
to kiss your wife and children goodbye, to go and fight for your country, never knowing if
you’ll see them again in this world. I can’t imagine the courage it takes to climb into a
plane, or ship, or sub, that will take you to battlefields on the other side of the ocean. I
can’t imagine the courage it takes to put a helmet on your head, strap on your soldier’s
gear, and run into gunfire miles and miles away from your home. And still our men and
women of our armed forces are willing to do this. Still they are doing this on a regular
basis, so that we can kick back in our easy chair, or hold our spouses, or play with our kids,
or take the dog for a walk, or go shopping, or do whatever we want to do.

Red is for the courage of our soldiers and seamen and airmen who put their life on the line
for our liberty. Red is for the courage of the people who rushed the hijackers on September
11,2001 and for the courage of the firemen, policemen, and citizens who gave their lives
that day in the process of trying to save other lives. Red is for the courage of all the
military men and women, and the first responders around our country, who still risk their
lives on a daily basis around our country, and around the world. Red is for the courage of
everyone who gets involved when a helping hand is needed, who put their lives on the line



for the sake of others, often without recognition or acclaim. Red is for the courage of
everyone who stands up for what they know to be right.

Benjamin Franklin said: God governs the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to
the ground without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without his aid? God
raised up this country and blessed us with the freedoms we have. And part of the way God
accomplished this was through the courage of our forefathers and mothers. And part of the
way God still blesses us is through the courage of our peers. May we never take for
granted those who have been, and are, willing to shed their own blood for our sake, for the
sake of freedom and the welfare of their fellow citizens.

White, the National Significance
(Purity and Innocence)

The white on our flag stands for purity and innocence. Now anyone who knows even a
little bit of our nation’s history knows that the leaders and citizens of our country have
often been anything but pure and innocent. However, one of the founding principles of our
country was an overriding belief in God, and an acceptance of the words of God. In 1776
John Adams assisted Thomas Jefferson in the writing of the Declaration of Independence.
He insisted that Jefferson, an unbeliever, include God in the Declaration since God was the
ultimate Guide and Benefactor of the new nation.

John Quincy Adams, son of John Adams said: The highest glory of the American
Revolution was this, it connected in one indissoluble bond, the principles of Christianity.
From the day of the Declaration, [the American people] were bound by the laws of God,
which they all, and by the laws of the gospel, which they nearly all, acknowledged as the
rules of their conduct. And though there were many mistakes made by leaders and citizens
alike, the recognition of God has always been preeminent in the people of America. The
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution were written with God and God’s word
clearly in mind.

John Adams said: It is religion and morality alone, which can establish the principles upon
which Freedom can securely stand, the only foundations of a free Constitution is pure
Virtue, and if this cannot be inspired into our people, they will not obtain a lasting liberty.
To demonstrate this truth, consider this: someone has calculated that it takes 35,000 laws to
enforce the 10 Commandments. We need God, and we need the truth of God’s Word.
Without it, we as individuals, and we as a nation, are in big trouble. Yet, God is rapidly
being removed from our nation’s core. God’s Word is being dismissed by leaders and
citizens alike.

One can’t help but wonder, if the Declaration of Independence were written today, whether
anyone would have the courage and conviction to insist God be made a part of it. Or
whether, rather, that the argument would be made to leave God out of it. Consider the
on-going efforts to remove the word “God” from the Pledge of Allegiance. And mark this
well, when God is gone from our government and from our homes, then our country will
be gone too. God grant that we as individuals and as a country, turn back to God. Only in
God will we retain our personal and national innocence. As President Dwight Eisenhower
said at his inauguration, quoting Psalm 22: Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.



Blue, the National Significance
(Vigilance, Perseverance and Justice)

In Washington D.C., over the two marble entrances to the Supreme Court of the United
States are these inscriptions. Over one entrance is inscribed: Equal Justice Under Law and
over the other: Justice is the Guardian of Liberty. These words were put there by men who
believed in the Constitution of the United States. They were put there by men who
believed in the importance of justice. The blue on our flag pictures justice. Without justice,
obviously you have injustice. Injustice is the tool of the powerful, of the selfish, of the
uncaring. Where there is injustice, there is slavery instead of freedom.

You don’t have to look far to find nations where injustices are rampant, and freedom is
essentially non-existent or severely limited. But where there is true justice, there freedom
can exist. Of course, the key to justice is truth. Which takes us back to our previous
discussion. What is our source of absolute truth, and thereby our source of true justice? It’s
God’s Word. George Washington said: It is impossible to govern rightly without God and
the Bible. President Andrew Jackson said: The Bible is the rock upon which our republic
rests. President Abe Lincoln said: I believe the Bible is the best gift God has given to man,
but for this Book we could not know right from wrong. If we as a country continue to lose
our regard for God’s Word, we will continue to lose justice. If we lose justice, then
eventually we will lose our liberty.

Red, white and blue, colors dear to our hearts, colors significant to our country. Henry
Leef, Sr. wrote about these national colors and their significance in this song: I still pray a
prayer of faith and hold Old Glory high, for this is what she means to me, and shall mean
‘til I die. I’ll take the red from the flag for the heroes who died for liberty. I’ll claim the
white for the pure purpose of every mind in the strife to set men free. I’1l hail the blue for
the justice which they invoked from the ashes of tyranny. While white stars on fields of
blue should remind me and you to be loyal, brave and true, that’s Old Glory ever new.

Red, the Spiritual Significance
(Blood of Christ)

We’re talking about our country, so let’s talk for a moment about the laws of our country.
We have broken the speed limits. We have stolen from our fellow citizens. Perhaps we
have assaulted others, maybe even those in our own family. Maybe we have neglected to
get the proper permits required for an activity. Maybe we’ve skirted around some fishing
or hunting laws. Perhaps we have fudged a little bit on our taxes. The Bible makes it clear
that our government was placed there by God and that our disobedience to its laws is
sinful. And as we pointed out earlier, many of the laws of our country are based on the
laws of God. And we haven’t even gotten into the sins of our mouth or our mind. We have
all disobeyed the laws of our country. More importantly, we have all disobeyed the laws of
God. The long and short of it is that each one of us needs a Savior. If you doubt that,
consider God’s command: Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.

We couldn’t live a good enough life to make it good with God. We couldn’t make up for
the wrong things we have done. We couldn’t be absolutely perfect like God commands. We
couldn’t be holy as the Lord is holy. That’s where Jesus, God’s Son, comes in. As true



God, he came to earth and lived the perfect life we could not live. Then he let himself be
arrested, convicted, and condemned to crucifixion. And as Jesus hung there on the cross,
blood pouring from his hands and feet where the nails were driven through, blood pouring
from his head where the crown of thorns had been pounded on, blood pouring from his
back where the scourge had torn his back to shreds. As Jesus hung there and died, blood
pouring from his holy body, he paid for our sins. All of our sins, our most horrible sins, our
most shameful sins, our secret sins, and our public sins, our accidental sins, and our
deliberate ones. Those sins we can’t forget, and those sins long forgotten. Jesus' blood paid
for them all.

As John writes in (Rev 1:5) Jesus Christ, loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood. And as Peter states so clearly in the Bible: (1 Pet 1:18-19) For you know that it was
not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty
way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. Thanks be to God for the precious blood of
Christ that washes sinners clean. Thanks be to God for the precious blood of Christ that
washes us clean. We desperately needed it, and God graciously gave it to us!

White, the Spiritual Significance
(Forgiveness and Purity)

As we talked about earlier, our nation and the people of our nation have never really been
pure. Nor have we. Nor can we be. Sin permeates us. We are born with a sinful nature, and
that sinful nature afflicts us all of our lives. We are naturally inclined toward sin, and we
often, daily, follow that inclination. And yet, we think that we can make up for it. We think
we can somehow make it right. We think we can live a good enough life to be considered
acceptable by God. But the Bible tells us otherwise.

(Rom 3:20-24) Therefore no one will be declared righteous in [God’s] sight by observing
the law; (by the things we do!) rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.
Fortunately that’s not all the Bible tells us. Listen to what God tells us in the very next
verses. But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to
which the Law and the Prophets (the Bible!) testify. This righteousness from God comes
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

On our own, we are anything but righteous. We are anything but pure. But Jesus IS pure,
and he took our place. No matter the sin, Jesus carried it, and paid for it, and removed it
completely from our spiritual record. God gives us righteousness, cleanness, through Jesus
our Savior. God makes us pure in his eyes through faith in Jesus. How wonderful to know
that because of Jesus we are forgiven. Because of Jesus we are pure.

Blue, the Spiritual Significance
(Salvation)

For some reason, heaven is always referred to as being “up.” And of course, as we look up
on a clear day, we see blue. So as I think of blue in a spiritual context, I think of heaven.



Heaven, what a glorious and wondrous place that is. I could try to picture it in flowery
words, but [ haven’t seen it yet. But here are some words from someone who has! Listen to
how God describes heaven through the Apostle John in Revelation. (Rev 7:9-17) After this
I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.
They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they
cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb." ..."These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, "they are before the
throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne
will spread his tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the
throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water."

(Rev 21:3-5) And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God
is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." He
who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." How glorious, and how wonderful, it
will be when we find ourselves in the splendor of heaven. And when we realize that its
peace and joy will last forever.

Spiritual Freedom

We talked earlier of the incredible blessings we have in our national freedom. In Jesus
Christ, we have even more incredible blessings. In Jesus, we have spiritual freedom. (John
8:31-32) To [those] who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." What
kind of freedoms do we have in Christ?

In Christ we have freedom from the penalty of sin, because Jesus paid the penalty for us. In
Christ we have freedom from the devil’s domination, because Jesus defeated him. In
Christ, we have freedom from loneliness, because Jesus is always with us. We have
freedom from anxiety and stress, because Jesus takes care of us. We have freedom from
insecurity, because Jesus loves us. We have freedom from total grief, because Jesus has
made even death the doorway to eternal life. We have freedom from despair, because Jesus
works everything for our good. We have freedom from emptiness, because Jesus fulfills us
in every way. We have freedom from death because Jesus has conquered death and
replaced it with life. We have freedom from damnation because Jesus has secured our
salvation. (Rom 8:1-2) Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the
law of sin and death.

What a blessing freedom is! As Americans we have national freedom. As Christians we
have an even greater thing. In Christ, we have spiritual freedom. May courage, innocence,
and justice always prevail in our country. And may the message of the blood of Christ, his
forgiveness, and his salvation always be an integral part of our country. Long ago John



Adams said: The destiny of America is to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all men,
everywhere. May that be absolutely true. We have always had the Gospel of Jesus Christ
here in America. God grant that we always will have it. And God grant that we will always
share it. So I say, Red, White and Blue Forever. Red, White and Blue Forever for our
nation. Red, White and Blue Forever for our souls.
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