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Our focus verses today are the words of our gospel reading, Matthew 7:15-23. I’1l re-read
just a portion of those words, verses 16-20. (Matthew 7:16-20) By their fruit you will
recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear
bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. (Rev
7:12) "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!"

A pastor was invited out to a member’s home near Chattanooga, Tennessee. While he
was there, the farmer took him out to the barn and showed him a stalk of corn which he
had saved. On that stalk of corn were 7 fully developed ears of corn. The pastor was
astounded. He asked, “How many kernels of grain are on this stalk?”” The farmer
answered, “Well, there’s about 1,000 kernels on each ear, and there are 7 ears, so about
7,000.” Isn’t that amazing. One kernel of corn grew into a stalk that produced 7,000
kernels! There can be no argument that that particular kernel of corn was very fruitful.

That is also our goal as Christians. Our goal is to be as fruitful as possible for our Lord.
Now realize that everyone, believer or unbeliever, produces fruit of some kind. It is never
a question of whether a person will produce fruit. The question is, will their fruit be good
fruit or bad fruit. God’s trees, God’s people, produce good fruit. Those trees that are not
God’s trees produce bad fruit, it’s as simple as that. As Jesus said in our focus verses for
today: By their fruit you will recognize them. Likewise every good tree bears good fruit,
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot
bear good fruit. Now realize that if you look at the context of Jesus’ words, he was
speaking about good teachers (those who speak God’s word truly) and false teachers
(those who change God’s word). However, these words also have application to us in our
day-to-day lives.

Bad trees produce bad fruit. Good trees produce good fruit. So why is it that there is bad
fruit in this world? Why doesn’t everyone just produce good fruit? The answer to that
question goes back to another fruit, the fruit in the Garden of Eden. Remember the fruit
of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil? Remember how God told Adam and Eve
how they could eat any other fruit in the entire garden, except for the fruit of that tree?
And do you remember how Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil? That’s where the bad fruit comes from. Adam and Eve
sinned by disobeying God, and because they sinned, they passed their sin on to every
other person who ever lived.

Consequently, there are bad trees, bad people, that produce bad fruit, that do bad things.
But an even bigger consequence of this is that sadly, sometimes even Christians produce
bad fruit too. In other words, because of Adam and Eve’s sin, you and I also sin, you and
I also produce some bad fruit. Sometimes we’re absolutely cruel to the people around us.
We do horrible things, or we say horrible things, and we excuse it because we’re angry, or



tired, or frustrated. Sometimes we use language that is totally inappropriate. Sometimes
we lie. Sometimes we are deliberately rude to others, because we are in a hurry, or
because we are having a bad day, or because someone else was rude to us. Sometimes we
explore websites or posts we know we should not explore, or we watch shows or movies
we know we should not watch, or we read books we know we should not read, or we
listen to music we know we should not listen to. Sometimes we do things that we are
absolutely ashamed we have done. Sometimes God is the last thing on our minds, and our
actions show it. These are examples of bad fruit and we all produce some bad fruit
because we are all sinful. But do not despair. I have some incredibly wonderful news for
you.

You and I have someone who removes all the bad fruit from our lives and replaces it with
good fruit. His name is Jesus, and he was a man. But he wasn’t only a man! He was also
God at the same time. If Jesus was just a man, he would have produced some bad fruit
just like every other person who has ever lived. But Jesus wasn’t just a man. Because he
was also God, he was the perfect man, a man who never sinned. He was the perfect tree
who produced perfect fruit, and nothing but perfect fruit. And then this perfect God-Man
took his perfect life to the cross and he died there in the place of every other person who
has ever lived. The perfect Jesus hung on the cross in agony and shame because of the
sins you and I and everyone else have committed. Jesus bled and died for the wrong
things we have thought and done, for the bad fruit we have produced. And why?

So that we who have done so many wrong things, can be fully forgiven by the holy God.
So that we who have messed up so many times in our lives, can be right with God. So
that we who have no right to expect anything but punishment from God, can receive
God’s blessing instead. So that we who deserve to go to hell forever, can go to heaven
instead. So that we who have earned damnation by our sins, can be given salvation
instead because of Jesus’ holiness. As the Bible tells us: (2 Corinthians 5:21) God made
him who had no sin (Jesus!) to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. Because we recognize Jesus’ suffering and death and resurrection.
Because we accept what the Bible tells us about Jesus. Because we believe that Jesus is
our Savior, God no longer sees our sin. Instead, when God looks at us, he only sees
righteousness, holiness, perfection, good fruit, because when God the Father looks at us,
he sees Jesus in us.

Furthermore, when God lives in us, we are changed. We become new people. Our
thoughts, and our attitudes, and our actions change. The desire to live in thankfulness for
our God grows stronger in us. In other words, we become good trees, producing good
fruit. This i1s brought about by God, yet it still pleases God, and he blesses us even more.
As God tells us in Psalm 1: Blessed is the one, whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by
streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither

— whatever they do prospers. Jesus bled and died for us to pay for our sins and win
forgiveness and salvation for us.

But Jesus bled and died for us for another reason too. Jesus also bled and died for us so
that we would be good trees, God’s trees, trees that now produce good fruit in our lives.



This is a common theme, a common picture, throughout Scripture. Let’s look at just one
example. These are the words of Jesus. (John 15:1-9) 15 “I am the true vine, and my
Father is the gardener. > He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. * You are already
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. * Remain in me, as I also remain in

you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in me. > “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. °If you do not
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. ’If you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ® This is to my Father’s

glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. *“As the Father
has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.

Jesus lived and died and rose from the dead for us. We were doomed to be bad trees, but
Jesus made us into good trees, trees of God. We are spiritual branches attached to Jesus,
the vine. And as spiritual branches attached to Jesus, the vine, we naturally produce good
fruit. Yes, sin is still there. Yes, we still produce some bad fruit sometimes, and we repent
of these bad fruits and God forgives us for Jesus’ sake. We will never produce perfect
fruit all the time until we get to heaven. But as branches attached to the vine of Jesus here
on earth, we produce good fruit. Others look at us and they can tell we are different. They
see that the fruit we produce is special.

Four pastors were discussing their preferences for Bible translations. One pastor said he
still preferred the King James Bible because of its traditional wording. Another liked the
New American Standard Bible because of its more literal translation of the original
Hebrew and Greek. The third preferred the New International Version because of its ease
to read. The fourth pastor was silent. When asked by the others to express his opinion, he
replied, “I like my mother’s translation the best.” The other three were surprised. They
did not know his mother had translated the Bible. “Yes, she did,” answered the fourth
pastor. “She translated it into life, and it was the most convincing translation I ever saw.”
God’s trees produce good fruit. As the Bible tells us: (Gal 5:22-23) But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control.

A Christian sees through kinder eyes, like Jesus. He gives from a bigger heart, like Jesus.
He speaks with a purer tongue, like Jesus. He serves with more willing hands, like Jesus.
He walks with a greater faith, like Jesus. He loves with selfless love, like Jesus. He thinks
with a spiritual mind, like Jesus. He sees the needs of others with compassion, like Jesus.
He heals the wounds of others with love, like Jesus. In other words, a Christian is: A
mind through which Christ thinks. A voice through which Christ speaks. A heart through
which Christ loves. A hand through which Christ helps.

Brothers and sisters, by the grace of God we are God’s trees. God’s trees drink from the
waters of salvation. And God’s trees produce good fruit. They are blessings to those
around them. They are blessings to the church. They are blessings to the world. And they
are richly blessed themselves by God! This is who we are, trees made good by God.



Trees that produce good fruit. This is our privilege. This is our purpose. This is our
ongoing goal.

The fruit-tree’s boughs once touched the grass
But every year they grew

A little farther from the ground

And nearer to the blue.

So live that you each day may be
While time glides softly by,

A little farther from the earth
And nearer to the sky.



