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Today and for some of the Sundays in January, we will spend some time considering the
wisemen who came from the east to worship Jesus. And we will ask ourselves if we are as
wise as the wisemen. We will see that there are lessons we can still learn from these men
today, lessons that we will take to heart if we want to be as wise as the wisemen. The first
lesson is this, the wise look up. (Matthew 2:1-2, 9-10) After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.”... After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and
the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. (Psalm 123:1) I lift up
my eyes to you, to you who sit enthroned in heaven. (1 Timothy 1:17) Now to the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Anyone with even a passing knowledge of the birth of Jesus knows about the wisemen.
The account of these wisemen is well known. However, what we really know about them is
actually very little. The Bible says they were Magi from the east, but we don’t know where
in the east they came from. Chances are they came from Assyria or Babylon, which was
600 miles away. But they may have even come from Media or Persia, which was about
1000 miles away. Tradition says there were 3 wisemen who made the trip (probably
because of the 3 different gifts they brought Jesus). But the Bible doesn’t tell us their actual
number. There could well have been more than 3. Tradition also tells us that their names
were Casper, Balthazar, and Melchior. But again, the Bible never tells us their names.
There is much we do not know about the magi. But here is what we do know. Magi were
scholars, astronomers, astrologers, priests, and advisors to the king. In other words, not
only were they experts in natural things, but they were also experts in religious things too.

At one time, the head of the Babylonian magi was a man named Daniel, a highly gifted,
God-fearing Jew who wasn’t shy about showing and sharing his faith in the Lord. Clearly
Daniel must have made known the Jewish prophecies about the Christ who would be born
of the Jews. Which is why these magi knew about Balaam’s prophecy regarding a star
coming out of Jacob (Numbers 24:17). As learned men, they knew the words of Numbers.
And as astronomers, they were always looking up. And when they saw this new star, this
special star, shining in the west, they put it all together. With all their knowledge, there was
only one conclusion they could draw, the promised Jewish King must be born. And they
determined that this newborn King whose birth was announced by a special star must be
something very special indeed. How many days did they stare at and study the star before
they decided they had to go see this newborn King? We don’t know. How long did it take
them to prepare for their lengthy journey? We don’t know that either. But we know they set
out nonetheless. How many long days did they spend on the back of camels on their
journey? How many hardships did they encounter along the way? We don’t know. Nor do
we even know that the magi continued to see the special star. Perhaps they only saw it one
time, but that was enough to convince them. Maybe they could only see it for a few nights
before they left on their journey. Maybe only a short time after they left. We’re simply not
told. Or maybe the star was visible every night for the entire trip. Was it so bright it was



even visible during the day? We don’t know. Certainly coming from the east as they did,
they would naturally arrive at Jerusalem before they reached Bethlehem, which was just to
the southwest of Jerusalem. And when they were in Jerusalem, the magi did the logical
thing. They went to the palace in Jerusalem looking for the newborn King. Of course, this
got the wicked King Herod very worked up. But he asked the local theologians about it and
they told him the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem.

So the wisemen set out again. Had the star been there the entire time they traveled? We
don’t know. However, we do know that when the wisemen left the palace, they saw the star
again. Whether they had been seeing it every night of their journey, or whether it finally
reappeared to them at that time, we just don’t know.

However, it’s interesting what Matthew writes. He writes, When they saw the star, they
were overjoyed. That almost seems to indicate that the magi hadn’t seen the star in a while.
But again, we really don’t know. But here is what we do know. From that point on, the star
led them to Jesus. Matthew writes, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them
until it stopped over the place where the child was. Amazing! And here is something else
we know about the wisemen. This absolutely must have been the case. Assuming that the
star appeared only in the night sky, every night they kept looking up. But even if the star
was bright enough to appear in the daylight too, it doesn’t change things. The wisemen
kept looking up. Why? Because what was above them in the sky was far more important
than anything else on the ground. And by looking up, they found Jesus. By lifting their
eyes above the mundane, above the earthly, above the usual, they saw God.

Now think about this. How many people besides the magi came to see the young Jesus?
How many others does the Bible describe making the journey to see Jesus? We know the
shepherds did because the angels told them about his birth. We know Anna and Simeon did
in the temple because the Holy Spirit revealed to them that the Christ was there. But how
many others? Were there droves of people making pilgrimages to Bethlehem to find Jesus?
No. Why not? Presumably the special star was in the sky for everyone to see. It must have
been very striking, and very visible, since it led the magi right to Jesus. So why didn’t
more people notice it and follow its lead to Jesus? The answer is simple. The vast majority
of people weren’t focused on God like they should have been. Either they didn’t know the
prophecy from Balaam or they weren’t thinking about it. Consequently, they weren’t
looking up, either literally or spiritually.

And so it is all too often with us. Our focus is on our phones, or our televisions, or our
work, or our other responsibilities. Our eyes are looking this way and that, trying to take in
all the craziness around us and being totally distracted, instead of looking to God, our Rock
and Fortress. Our eyes are looking around at all of our problems, instead of looking up at
the God who can solve them all. Our eyes are looking inward at our ugly sinfulness,
instead of up at the Savior who washed us perfectly clean from our sins. Our eyes are
looking down in despair, instead of looking up at the Lord of hope and help. All too often
our eyes are looking anywhere and everywhere, anywhere and everywhere that is, except
up, where they should be looking. Part of the reason we do this is because of our sinful
nature which doesn’t want to look up to God, but would much rather focus our attention on
ourselves and the things of the world. But part of the reason too is because, relatively
speaking, we have it so easy and are complacent.



Pavel Poloz was exiled from Russia in 1987 because of his active work for Christ.
Afterwards, he wrote these interesting words. “In Russia, Christians are tested by hardship,
but in America you are tested by freedom. And testing by freedom is much harder. Nobody
pressures you about your religion. So you relax and are not so concentrated on Christ, on
His teaching, on how He wants you to live."

In other words, it’s only natural, and all too common for us to lose our focus especially in
the midst of our incredible blessings. We know better, yet we still keep our eyes downcast.
Instead of looking down or all around, we should be like the wisemen. We should be
continually looking up to our God. And yet we don’t. We are spiritually nearsighted. We
see most clearly what is close to us. And what is close to us are the things of this world,
temptations, trials, and earthly treasures, suffering, sadness, and stress. Rather than being
spiritually nearsighted, the psalmist urges us to be spiritually farsighted, to be wise people
who look up to God. He writes (Psalm 123:1) I lift up my eyes to you, to you who sits
enthroned in heaven. I lift up my eyes above the earthly, above the mundane, above the
usual, above the temptations, trials, and earthly treasures, above the suffering, sadness, and
stress. I lift up my eyes to you, [O Lord], to you who are enthroned in heaven. Day after
day, the wisemen kept looking up. That’s what we need to do as well.

Are we guilt-stricken by mistakes we’ve made in the past? Does our conscience trouble us
and condemn us for great or secret sins? Have we wept private tears for words or deeds we
can’t take back? Do we look back on our lives and see horrible errors? Brothers and sisters,
lift up your eyes to the cross and see there our Savior who lived and died and lives again
for us. Is Satan keeping our focus on ourselves and our sins, instead of on our Savior and
his atoning sacrifice? Then let us be like the wisemen and look up. Lift up your eyes to the
cross and see there our loving Lord who died for us. Because when we lift up our eyes and
look to the cross of Jesus, we are seeing the one who sits enthroned in heaven, but who
came to earth specifically to save us.

In the same way, are we struggling with what we see in our lives and in our world? Do the
social and even legal attacks on Biblical morals catch our attention and make us alarmed?
Does the fact that Christians are becoming more and more persecuted while tolerance is
being pushed for every other religion cause us to look around us in fear? Does the
instability of our world have us shifting our focus from one crisis to another? Then let us
be like the wisemen, and look up.

Lift up our eyes to the skies and see the One whose throne is in heaven and who controls
all things. Do the struggles of our lives have us looking down? Do our eyes see financial
challenges that seem insurmountable? Do our eyes see health issues that don’t seem to
have a cure? Do our eyes see relationships that are broken and can’t seem to be fixed? Do
our eyes see difficulties that don’t seem to have a solution? Then let us be like the wisemen
and look up. Lift up our eyes to the skies and see the One whose throne is in heaven, who
can do all things, who knows all things, who controls all things, but most importantly of all
who loves us and promised to always be with us and to work all things out for our good.
Because when we look up, when we lift up [our] eyes to [the Lord], we are looking to the
one whose throne is in heaven. And we are seeing the one whose birth was proclaimed by
a star, and who loves us so much he came to earth to be our Savior and die for us on the
cross. How incredibly comforting is that!



Corrie ten Boom was a Christian Dutch lady whose family helped many Jews escape the
Nazis. As a result, her entire family was arrested and put in a concentration camp where
both her father and her sister died. She was a lady, humanly speaking, who had every
reason to be bitter. Yet she was a woman of great faith and joy. She once wrote these
words: Look around and be distressed. Look within and be depressed. Look to Jesus and be
at rest. Now there was a woman who had her focus right. There was a lady who knew

where her attention needed to be. There was a wise woman, a woman who made it a habit
to look up.

Follow the example of Corrie ten Boom, who looked to Jesus through her life. Follow the
example of the wisemen, who looked up and were led to their Savior. Follow the example
of the psalmist who wrote, I lift up my eyes to you, to you who sit enthroned in heaven.
Look up and be comforted. Look up and be encouraged. Look up and be blessed. Look up
and see the bigger and better picture of the most important things. The truth of the matter
is, when we live our lives looking up to God, then everything in our lives looks better and
everything in our lives goes better. That’s why the wisest people are always looking up.



