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During the Sundays of Epiphany, we have been reflecting on the lessons we can learn from
the wisemen who came to worship Jesus. In past weeks we have discussed how the wise
still look up. We also discussed how the wise still seek the Savior. This morning we will
reflect upon how the wise live changed lives. Here is the first verse for our consideration
this morning. Again, it’s from Matthew’s account of the wise men’s visit. (Matthew 2:12)
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country
by another route. The other verses we will focus on this morning were written by the
Apostle Paul. (Romans 12:1-2) Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God -- this is your true
and proper worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God's will is -- his good, pleasing and perfect will. (1 Timothy 1:17) Now to the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

If I were to ask you what event in your life changed you more than anything, what would
you answer? Was it your graduation day? Your wedding day? The day your first child was
born? Maybe it was the day your team won the championship, or the day you finished boot
camp, or the day you quit that horrible job, or the day you got that wonderful job, or maybe
it was the day you retired. Perhaps something altogether different comes to your mind.
Regardless of whatever life-changing day you thought of, or how wonderful it was, I
would submit to you that the greatest day, the most meaningful, the most life-changing day
in your life was the day you first met Jesus. In other words, the greatest day in your life
was the day you were converted to faith in your Savior. For many of us, that was when we
were baptized as babies. For others, that was when the Holy Spirit brought us to believe
through the Word of God. Again, I say, the most life-changing day in your life, was the day
you first met Jesus.

So it was for us. And, I believe, so it was for the wisemen. Now I understand that we are
not specifically told this in the Scriptures. Nowhere in the Scriptures do we hear about
these men living drastically different when they returned to their homeland. We don’t hear
about them working to convert their countrymen. We don’t hear about them building a new
church back home. We don’t hear about them making follow-up trips to check up on Jesus.
We don’t even hear about them writing down the events of their journey and who they had
seen on that journey. In fact, the very last words we hear about the wisemen in all of
Scripture, are the words of our first focus verse. (Matthew 2:12) And having been warned
in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

God warned the wisemen of Herod’s evil intentions, namely to kill Jesus, and they went
home by another route. But I submit to you that not only did they travel a different way as
they went home, but they traveled home as different men. The wisemen had obviously
been believers even before their trip. This was clear from the length of their journey, the
purpose of their journey, and their actions when they finally reached the culmination of
their journey. But as they traveled home, they were different men. They had enjoyed their
greatest day. They had lived through their most meaningful event. They had experienced
their life-defining moment. They had met Jesus and now they were changed. I know we



aren’t told this in Scripture, so I don’t want to say something that isn’t true. Yet how could
it have been anything different? After this incredible trip of faith. After all they endured as
they traveled. After all the time they had devoted to seeking Jesus out. After all the
expense they had dedicated to the journey. After the extravagant gifts they had given to the
Lord. After they had met Jesus, and after God had given them a special dream which
showed the significance of this child, how could they be anything but changed men? And
so it is with us. Or at least, so it should be.

But let me ask you these important questions. Do we live like we have met Jesus? Do our
actions reflect the fact that we know Jesus? Do the people around us recognize that we are
different than most, that we have been altered from the usual, changed from the typical?
For example, has the fact that we are Christians ever come up with the neighbors? Do our
friends know that Sunday morning activities are out of the question for us because we are
regularly attending worship services? Do our buddies know that we won’t laugh at a dirty
joke? Do our girlfriends know that we won’t participate in gossip or slander? If not, then
perhaps we’ve forgotten that we met Jesus. Do we blend in beautifully with the folks at
work or at school? Can we curse and swear and utter profanities with the best of them?
Can we brag about our indiscretions just like the rest? Can we get drunk or high right along
with our friends? If so, then perhaps we’ve forgotten that we met Jesus. Do our parents or
our children see us gladly making decisions that honor the Lord? Do our spouses see us
loving sacrificially and striving to make changes that will please them? Do our loved ones
see us quick to forgive and refusing to hold a grudge? If not, then perhaps we’ve forgotten
that we met Jesus. Do we live like we have met Jesus? Do our actions reflect the fact that
we know Jesus? Do the people around us recognize that we are different than most, that we
have been altered from the usual, changed from the typical? And the answer we all have to
give is “Not always.” In fact, all too often we are living our lives like Jesus doesn’t exist,
or like we have never met him. All too often we are living like we haven’t been converted.
God have mercy on us all, for all too often we are living like Jesus is a stranger to us.

But thanks be to God, He has had mercy on us all. God does not treat us as we deserve to
be treated. God doesn’t act like he doesn’t know us. Or rather, maybe more terrifying, that
he knows exactly who we are and all that we have done. As Paul writes so beautifully:
(Ephesians 2:3-5) ...We were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions -- it is by grace you have been saved. At one time we really did NOT know
Jesus. He WAS a stranger to us. And we lived like he was a stranger to us. We were ruled
and run by Satan and our flesh. Our sinful natures reigned supreme. Consequently, we
were dead in [our] transgressions. We were by nature objects of wrath. We didn’t know
Jesus and we didn’t want to.

But all along, Jesus knew us. And all along, Jesus loved us. And all along, Jesus was
determined to change us. Jesus was determined to change us from spiritually dead, to
spiritually alive. From detestable in God’s eyes, to acceptable. From guilty of countless
transgressions, to forgiven through Christ. From damned, to saved. But because of his
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ. He saved us by
[his] grace. Too many times we have lived like we didn’t know Jesus. But Jesus knew us.
As he suffered the agony of his torture, and the horrors of his death, he saw you and me.
And Jesus loved us, and Jesus died for us, and Jesus changed us. He cleansed us from all



those times we forgot our relationship with him. He made us pure in God’s sight, despite
our countless sins. Jesus made it possible for us to meet him and be with him.

And through Jesus, God changed us from an ally of Satan, to a friend of Jesus. From
someone who was clueless, to someone who has met Jesus, and who knows and loves
Jesus. Now, by the grace of God, we recognize that Jesus DOES exist. The wisemen met
Jesus as a little boy. The crowds of Judea met Jesus as a man. We met Jesus when the Holy
Spirit brought us to faith. Which leads us nicely to our other focus verses for the day. (I
actually wrote about these verses in yesterday’s post on my blog, Heading to Heaven)
(Romans 12:1-2) Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God -- this is your true and
proper worship. Paul urges us, in view of God’s mercy, remembering what God has done
for us through Jesus, to offer [our] bodies as living sacrifices to God.

We are to be “living sacrifices." This sounds dreadfully painful to us because we know that
a sacrifice in Bible times was an animal that was put to death. Its blood was shed and its
flesh was burned on an altar. That doesn’t sound like something we want to be involved in.
The difference between what the Lord is calling us to do and what He called those animals
in the Old Testament to do is this: Their sacrifice was to die. Our sacrifice is to live! As
Christians we aren’t expected to be a dying sacrifice; Jesus already did that. Rather, we are
to be living sacrifices, offered in gratitude for Jesus’ dying sacrifice. While it is true that
our sacrifices are different than the Old Testament sacrifices because ours is to be a living
one, there are still some similarities between our sacrifice and theirs. Now just as then, the
sacrifice the Lord is commanding each of us to make is costly, painful, difficult, personal,
and necessary. Basically, God is commanding every one of his people to lay the totality of
their persons on the altar of sacrifice. Our spiritual service of worship as Christians is to
offer our bodies as a living sacrifice — not just in church, but all the time every day! In
doing this, sacrificing our time, money, energy, and pleasure to the service of God, we are
giving ourselves as a thank offering to the Lord.

Paul writes that having met Jesus by the grace of God and knowing Jesus through the work
of the Holy Spirit, we are to offer ourselves as living sacrifices. Then he continues by
telling us how we do this. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Note that a person is either conforming or they
are transforming. Conforming happens when we forget that we met Jesus. It’s living like
everyone else is living. We are commanded not to conform to this world. The word
conformed literally means "to mold.” We are not to allow this world to squeeze us into its
mold. We are not to allow the world to make us like it is! The world, and those who are
controlled by its influence are vastly different from the way God intends his people to be.
The world is diametrically opposed to God.

Transforming happened initially when we first met Jesus, when the Holy Spirit brought us
to faith. Brothers and sisters, we have met Jesus. We know Jesus. And by the grace of God,
we love Jesus. Therefore we are different because we have been transformed, changed. But
note this, this is vitally important. Transforming continues when we KEEP meeting Jesus
through the Means of Grace, the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. God wants us to be
transformed by the renewing of [our] minds. The Greek word translated "transformed"
gives us our English word "metamorphosis". Metamorphosis, of course, is the



transformation a caterpillar goes through to become a butterfly. The caterpillar and the
butterfly are the same creature. But the butterfly is a caterpillar that has changed. And
that’s how God wants it to be with us. He wants us metamorphized, transformed, changed.

And the way this happens, I cannot stress this enough, is through continuing to meet Jesus
through regular exposure to God’s Word and Sacraments. When we gather in worship.
When we attend Bible study. When we take time for personal and family devotions. When
we approach the altar for the Lord’s Supper. When we hear and read God’s Word, we keep
meeting Jesus, and we are continually changed. The more we keep meeting Jesus, the
better we will be able to test and approve what God's will is -- his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

Have you ever had an important decision to make and wanted to know the will of God?
Have you ever wondered how you could find out what God’s will was in a particular
situation? Here’s how one can discern God’s will. Through being transformed by the
renewing of our minds. It’s not a matter of looking for signs or hearing a voice of
revelation. It’s much better, really. It’s a matter of having God’s will down inside of us,
which we take with us everywhere we go. God can certainly give us a sign or speak in an
audible voice to us if he wants to. But he does better than that. He gives us wisdom
through the study of his Word. He gives us the understanding of his will through time in
the Scriptures. But knowing God’s will without doing it is useless.

However, the more we are transformed by God, the more we not only know the will of
God, but the better we are at putting it into action. And even though we are not saved by
doing good, we certainly please our Lord when we live out his will in thankfulness and
love. Knowing and doing God’s will is also part of what gives us joy in this life. As
Christians, the more we’re transformed, the more we can deal effectively with the troubles
in the world: temptation, mistreatment, sickness, unexpected hardship, stress and anxiety,
declining health, and death. Being transformed in the renewal of our mind is another way
of describing the fruit of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal. 3:22-23).

Being transformed is being changed. It happened to the wisemen when they met Jesus. It
happened when we first met Jesus too, when God brought us to faith. And it continues to
happen every time we spend time in God’s Word. How good it is to be changed by God
and to live changed lives!



