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Last Sunday we began a sermon series called Are we as wise as the wisemen? Last week
we talked about how the wise look up. This morning we’ll consider how the wise seek the
Savior. Our Scripture verses to reflect upon are from two places. The first is (Matthew
2:1-2, 9-11a) After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."... After they
had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star,
they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. And here’s our second passage: (Psalm 105:3-4)
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lorp rejoice. Look to the LorD
and his strength; seek his face always. (1 Timothy 1:17) Now to the King eternal,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

As some of you know, I’m a treasure hunter by hobby. I have gold pans that I use to pan
for gold in streams. I’ve even found a bit of gold dust here and there. I also love to search
for dropped coins and other various treasures with my metal detector. I don’t do it to get
rich. I honestly don’t ever expect to find a precious treasure. I just love the anticipation of
the search, and it helps me relax. But if we’re honest with ourselves, aren’t we all treasure
seekers? In fact, if you think about it, isn’t every human-being searching for some kind of
treasure? For many, that treasure falls along the lines of what we typically think of as
treasure namely financial wealth of some kind. They want money in their bank accounts,
equity in their possessions, or value in their stocks. For others, the treasure they are
seeking is more subtle. Perhaps it’s personal security. Or earthly success, however one
might qualify that. Or a special relationship with someone. Or respect from one’s peers. Or
maybe it’s healthy self-esteem. Everyone is seeking a treasure of some kind.

Most, however, are not seeking the most important treasure. Most aren’t seeking the
Savior. So the question for you and me to consider this morning before we go any further
is this, what is the treasure that we are seeking in our lives? Sitting here in church it’s easy
to give the right answer. “The treasure [ am seeking is the Lord” we might say. We all
recognize that’s the correct answer. But is the correct answer the accurate answer in regard
to our actual lives? What does the busyness of our lives show? What do our actions
convey? What do our decisions demonstrate? What does the focus of our minds reveal?
What does the desire of our hearts show us? What we are thinking about the most and what
we are desiring the most and what we are gearing our lives around, that is our treasure.
And that is what we are truly seeking. And all too often, our true treasure is not the Lord,
but something else, isn’t it? For some of us, our treasure is wealth, or possessions. For
some of us, our treasure is acceptance, or popularity, or success. For some of us our
treasure is fun, or sports, or music, or famous people. For some of us, our treasure is
something else altogether. But for all of us, all too often our treasure is something that is
not the Lord. And that means that what we are primarily seeking is not the Lord either, but
something else.



Do you remember what Jesus urged in his Sermon on the Mount? (Matthew 6:19-21) "Do
not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. And then he concluded
that statement with these sobering words. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also. So if the treasure we are seeking is some worldly thing then, Jesus says, that’s the
focus of our hearts. Or to say it another way, if God is not our treasure, then he isn’t the
focus of our hearts either. Is that what we really want? Is that the way we want to live our
lives? What is the treasure we most want to seek in our lives?

Our focus verses show us some men who had it right. They were wealthy, successful,
educated men who came seeking Jesus. Today we continue our look at the wisemen who
came from the east to worship Jesus. The lesson we learn from these men today is that the
wise seek the Savior. A quick review again of what we know about the wisemen. The
wisemen were called magi. I suppose the modern equivalent of that word would be
“mages.” The magi were a class of priests, scientists, and astronomers. Some of them were
astrologers and fortune tellers. All of them were learned men and very influential with the
king. And obviously, they also knew probably through Daniel, some of the Old Testament
prophecies as well. So when these men spotted a new star in the west, a star that wasn’t
there before, a star that shouldn’t be there, they remembered Balaam’s prophecy from
Numbers. (Numbers 24:17a, 19a) “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A
star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. ... A ruler will come out of
Jacob ..." Clearly the “star” that came “out of Jacob” was a figurative picture of Jesus, the
Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of the world. But obviously it was also a prophecy of an
actual event in the night sky as well. So God sent a miraculous star to appear to men who
watched the heavens, who would recognize a new star, and who would remember the
prophecy from Numbers.

But God sent a miraculous star to men who would do more than just note the occurrence.
God sent the star to men who would actually go to see the newborn King. God sent the star
to men who would truly seek the Savior. But where did these men come from? We don’t
know for sure. All we know is that they came from the east. If they came from Babylon or
Assyria where Daniel had lived, the trip traveling around the fertile crescent to avoid the
Arabian Desert would have been about 800 miles one way. If they journeyed from Persia
or Media where the term Magi comes from, the trip would have been about 1200 miles one
way. We don't know where they came from, or exactly how far they traveled, but we do
know that it was a considerable distance. Let’s assume that the magi were riding camels.
Again we don’t know this, but it’s a logical assumption. Camels can travel about 25 miles
in a day. If the magi traveled every day without break and they only had to travel 800 miles
then it would still take them over a month (32 days) for a one-way trip. If they had to travel
1,200 miles, and they traveled every day, then it would take them almost 7 weeks (48 days)
one way. But, of course, they weren’t able to travel every day. And they weren’t always
able to travel 25 miles in a day. Weather and terrain would have affected them. Stopping
for supplies would have delayed them. The need to rest themselves and their camels would
have kept them from traveling continuously. So even more time would need to be added to
their trip. The distance alone, and the time it would take to travel that distance would seem
to be reason enough to stay home. But there were additional obstacles these magi knew
they would face before they even left their homes. There were bandits that could attack



them. There were tolls to be paid. There were tensions between Rome and the Eastern
powers which could make things rather dicey for them. There were major rivers that would
need to be crossed and mountains to traverse. There would be major weather systems that
affected their comfort and safety. Severe rain that drenched them. Windstorms that blinded
them. Heat that scorched them. Cold that chilled them. Every day they would need to care
for their camels, providing food, water, and comfort. Every evening they would have to
find a khan (a boarding house) to stay in, or set up their own tents. Every morning they
would need to repack everything and set out again. Plus every long mile of that trip would
be spent on the back of a camel. (I assure you that riding a camel almost non-stop for
months is not the most comfortable way to travel!) And the whole way to Israel they would
be eating and sleeping “on the road.” Then they would need to do it all again on the way
back home. And perhaps the greatest question of all was, how would they find this
newborn king when they got to Israel? Yes, there were many questions that faced the magi
as they set out on their journey. There were many obstacles to overcome. There were many
reasons for them to stay home and relax in comfort.

Yet these men still came. They still sought the Savior, despite the challenges, regardless of
the obstacles no matter the time or distance. They made the sacrifice, willingly, gladly.
Clearly they realized that the Christ was a great Treasure, and they were determined to
seek him out. So they traveled the thousands of miles, gave up the many months of their
lives, and endured the hardships of the long journey to seek Jesus. And note what they did
when they finally found him. Matthew writes, On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. The wisemen had found
their treasure. They had found their King. They had found their Savior, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. What an amazing example these wise men are to us. What an
inspiration to us. What an encouragement to us. We know exactly whom the magi found. It
was Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the almighty Lord, the King of kings. And we know
exactly why he came to earth. He had to offer his holy life up in sacrifice to pay for the
sins of all people. And we know he did exactly that.

He had nails driven through his hands and feet. He was lifted high off the ground and hung
in agony on a Roman cross, where he had to scrape his torn back against the wood as he
pushed himself up to breath. And there he died, the Son of God giving his life in love for
the world. That sacrifice, that holy offering, was his gift to sinners. His suffering and death
was his gift to you and me. It was God making atonement for all of our wrongdoings. All
those times we have chased after worldly treasures instead of God, were erased from our
record by Jesus. All those times we have lifted things in this world above the Lord in our
hearts and minds were removed from our rap sheet by Jesus. All those times we have
messed up our priorities and moved God out of the top position in our lives, were deleted
from our file by Jesus. All those times we have sinned in any way, were washed
completely away in the blood of Jesus.

What a treasure we have in Jesus! What treasures he has won for us! What a treasure he
has given us, that our sins are completely forgiven. What a treasure he is blessing us with
even now, that we have peace and joy that cannot be found in any other place or any other
way. What a treasure he is preparing for us, that we will live in heavenly mansions one day.
We know this. We know it well.



But because we know it well, and because we are so richly blessed, all too often we are
inclined to be complacent about our greatest treasure. Brothers and sisters, we all need to
repent that we have so casually dismissed the greatest treasure on Earth! And we need to
repent that we have so actively chased after the wrong treasures! Let us turn our attention
back to where it belongs. Let us follow the example of the wisemen, and actively seek the
Savior. Let us take to heart the words of the psalmist who wrote: (Psalm 105:3-4) Glory in
his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lorp rejoice. Look to the Lorp and his
strength; SEEK HIS FACE ALWAYS. And you ask, “What does the psalmist mean when
he writes, SEEK HIS FACE ALWAYS?” If one is a Christian already, why does he need to
seek the Lord? Hasn’t the Lord already found him?” The psalmist gives us the answer in
the same verse. Seeking God’s face always, means glorying in his holy name, and looking
to the Lord and his strength.

In other words, seeking God’s face always means treasuring God, and the things of God
and trusting him with our lives. Seeking God, treasuring God, means making time on a
daily basis for personal and family devotions. It means making church attendance a top
priority in the week and not something to do if there’s nothing better on the agenda. It
means finding reasons to attend church Bible studies, instead of excuses not to. It means
waging war against our sinful natures which oppose God and his Word, and making our
sinful flesh prisoners of the Holy Spirit. It means embracing any opportunity to read or
hear God’s Word, instead of pushing it off for a more convenient time. Seeking God,
treasuring him, means recognizing our flimsy excuses to neglect God and his Word for
what they are, flimsy excuses. It means looking for Jesus at every opportunity possible
because we recognize that he is our greatest treasure. It means realizing that setting our
hearts on any other treasure in this world, is seeking an empty treasure compared with the
true Treasure of Jesus. And the more we treasure the Lord and his Word, the more we will
trust him with our lives. And when these things happen, when this is the way we live our
lives, when Jesus and his Word are the things we earnestly seek in our lives, when our faith
and trust in the Lord are built up by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, then our
hearts [which] seek the Lorp rejoice, because we’ve found our greatest Treasure.

I may never find anything of great worth with my gold pans or my metal detector. But by
the grace of God, I have already found the greatest Treasure of all, Jesus my Savior. And
by the grace of God, you have too! May none of us ever get side-tracked from continually
seeking a closer relationship with this greatest Treasure. It’s what wise people do.



