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(Isaiah 11:1-10) (verse 1) A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a
Branch will bear fruit. (1 Timothy 1:17) Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

I have to admit that the season of Advent always seems to catch me by surprise. It’s on my
calendar for months ahead of time. It comes at the same time every year. And every year
Thanksgiving brings the church year to an end, and ushers in the new one with the season
of Advent. Yet I always seem amazed when Advent arrives. And perhaps you find the
same to be true for you. In a very real way, this is a picture of our souls. As Advent calls us
to prepare, perhaps we find our souls feeling totally unprepared. And in that regard,
Advent is shocking because the Scriptures shout out, “Behold the kingdom of God is at
hand” and we realize we have stopped looking for it!

Just a year ago at Christmas, our hearts were overflowing with joy at the precious Gift God
had given the world, had given us. But perhaps our difficulties since then have put a
damper on our joy. If that describes you or me at all, I wonder what has been taking the joy
from our hearts? Is it the repeated sins in our lives? Painful or frustrating circumstances? A
loss of purpose? Unattained desires? Stressful demands of the holiday season and the
end-of-the-year? All these can rob us of the joy we once had.

To use Isaiah’s imagery, these things can turn us into stumps. And sometimes we realize
that things used to be different, better, greener, stronger, more living. Advent catches us
right when we want to simply give up. Of course, the tragedy of this is that what we are
really giving up on is God. Isaiah wrote these words for the Jews who had lost almost
everything. For Isaiah and the Jews he was writing to, the stump represents all that was left
of the glorious promises of the kingdom of David. The Northern kingdoms of Israel had
fallen to the Assyrians. The Southern kingdom of Jerusalem fell shortly after that to the
Babylonians. The Promised Land was overtaken by enemies. The huge, bountiful,
beautiful, thriving tree that had been Israel was now nothing more than a stump. God had
cut it down through conquering nations because of the unfaithfulness and wickedness of
his people. It used to be a glorious tree. Now it was just a stump. And many Jews could not
see past the stump. It completely dominated the horizon. It loomed, dead & barren, as a
testimony to everything they had believed and lost. But Isaiah has a message for the
downcast Jews and for us who are feeling low too. We may be, or we may feel like we are
just a dead stump.

But, A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
(Isaiah 11:1) What is the stump of Jesse, and who is the shoot that will come up from it?
The stump of Jesse is the tattered remnant of the line of King David, whose father was
named Jesse. And the shoot that will come up from it, was the promised Messiah, the
Christ, Jesus, the Son of God and the Savior of the world. Think about how God would end
up bringing this about! When Jesus came into the world, the Jews were again a conquered
nation. At this time, it was the Romans who ruled them. The Jewish nation, and the Jewish
line of royalty, was just a dead stump. But out of the withered stump of David’s line came a
young, strong shoot, a baby! This new shoot, this baby, came to earth and grew up in the
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most humble and unexpected circumstances. He was born of a virgin in the most unlikely
of places, a barn, and his cradle was a feeding trough for cattle. He was born into poverty,
the son of a normal woman, and the step-son of a lowly carpenter. He was born in David’s
town, which was the only thing that made the little town of Bethlehem significant. And
though he was a descendant of the royal line, he was born into a land with a foreign king
and ruled by a foreign nation.

When all looked lost, when all that remained was a stump, God sent the realization of his
promise, a fresh, green shoot. And these words in Isaiah were written about 300 years after
David, and about 700 years before the baby would be born. In other words, these words
would be fulfilled 1000 years after David lived, and 600 years after the last monarch of
David’s line reigned! The stump of Jesse couldn’t be more dead, and yet God brought a
new shoot from it. As Paul writes to the Galatians. (Galatians 4:4-5) But when the time had
fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under
law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. The stubborn and sinful Jews needed a
Savior. You and I, every bit as stubborn and sinful as they, needed a Savior too.

So God sent us a green shoot from a dead stump, a holy baby in a lost world. He was
named Jesus, and he lived and died and rose back to life for us all. He was the only one
who could make atonement for the countless wrongs we have done and he did. Our failure
to trust in God. Our neglect of God and his Word. Our despair in the face of adversity. Our
every sinful frustration, was carried by Jesus to the cross and paid for there in full with his
horrible suffering and death. Brothers and sisters, because the green shoot that is Jesus, our
sins are forgiven, our salvation is secured, our souls have new life and eternal life. Because
of Jesus, everything is changed for the better. We who were spiritually dead are now alive.
We who should have been burned up as dead wood, are now green and flourishing and
fruitful. Listen again to how Jesus, the branch from Jesse, is described by Isaiah! (Isaiah
11:2-5) The Spirit of the Lorp will rest on him -- the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LorD -- and he will delight in the fear of the Lorp. He will not judge by what he
sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will
judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

Looking into the future, Isaiah says, he will be a perfect King. He will be filled with the
Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit. He will judge all people fairly, and act on behalf of
those who are underprivileged. He will slay the wicked, and bless the faithful. He will keep
all his promises, and do everything right. Wow! Now that’s some shoot coming out of a
dead stump! That’s some Savior that God was sending! And from our perspective in the
New Testament, that’s some Savior that God sent! He is a Savior that we can, and should
embrace. In fact, this shoot is also called a vine in Scripture. And this portion of Scripture
describes beautifully our relationship to the shoot of Jesse which is also the vine. These are
the words of Jesus, the Promised Shoot of Jesse. (John 15:1-8) "I am the true vine, and my
Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and [ will remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and
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I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not
remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

Do you catch the picture here? Jesus, the shoot of Jesse, is the true vine. He is our
connection with God. He is our source of life. He is our only hope of spiritual cleanliness.
And the only way we continue to be spiritually clean, the only way we continue to live, the
only way we stay connected to God, is by remaining attached to Jesus, the vine.
Furthermore, if we don’t produce spiritual fruit, God, the Gardener, casts us away. And the
only way we produce spiritual fruit is through our attachment to the vine, the shoot from
Jesse. Ripe fruit is alive and growing. It is filled with sweet and refreshing juice. Ripe fruit
is ready to be picked and gathered. Our walk with God and the deeds that flow from it
should have these same qualities. Advent reveals the attitude that has crept over us during
the year. It is as if we have been on a road trip. And rather than enjoying the journey, we
are white-knuckling the steering wheel. We are holding on too tightly, thinking we might
be going in the wrong direction, or that our fuel tank is dangerously low. We tell ourselves
that as long as we don’t slow down or stop, we will be okay.

But the season of Advent is the season for slowing down, and reflecting, and resting, and
embracing all that Jesus brings to us. Brothers and sisters, the message of Advent is a gift.
It is not another useless attempt on our part to try to crawl closer to God. Rather, it is God
coming to us. And that coming to us, that fresh, green shoot bursting forth from the stump
of Jesse, 1s God’s gift to us to kindle hope, and enthusiasm, and joy, and peace.

Maybe we have longed for God to do something new with us. Maybe it feels like ages
since God has been personally involved in our life. But in the Advent season, God reminds
us “I have done great things for you and I continue to do great things for you.” You aren’t a
stump anymore. You aren’t abandoned or without hope. You aren’t cut off. So no more
moping around. No more despair. No more aimless living. You now have life. You now
have purpose. You now have a future. In the Advent season, God says “Behold!

Immanuel! The promised shoot is here! The vine grows strong and you are all attached!
Therefore you live, you prosper, and you produce!” And therefore you have peace.

As Isaiah writes in our focus verses, (Isaiah 11:6-10) The wolf will live with the lamb, the
leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a
little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the
cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor
destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lorp as
the waters cover the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the
peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. These startling
illustrations of peace picture, not an earthly utopia, but a spiritual one. Christians, sinners
that are united in the Gospel message of Jesus, and in the forgiveness he brings. Even
former enemies, and people of radically different views, and people of different
backgrounds and cultures can be joined together under the cross of Christ. It happens all
the time! We embrace one another as brothers and sisters of faith because we embrace the
same Savior. This is the peace that is found in the shoot from Jesse here on earth. And
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ultimately, these illustrations picture the perfect peace we will enjoy one day in heaven.
There all the loose and frayed ends of our souls will be re-sewn. There, everything that was
wrong will be made right. Advent is Jesus saying, “I have come to do this! I have done this
in the past.I am doing this already now in your lives. And I shall do this perfectly one day
when I bring you to heaven.” As Christians we do not base our lives on a vague hope. No,
it is rooted specifically in Jesus Christ. It is concrete, real, and personal. So for us, hope is
not simply a luxury or an option. It is a duty. It is a privilege. It is a blessing. It is a way of
life. Yes, our hope waxes and wanes, but it never perishes.

To be a pilgrim on the journey of faith means we are always moving. From the desert to
the Promised Land, from exile to the kingdom, from emptiness to the full manger, from the
cross to the empty tomb, from the empty tomb to the skies, from death to life, from
hopelessness to absolute confidence, from earth to heaven, from mortality to immortality,
from frustrations, to absolute peace and perfect joy. Yes, I think Advent always catches us
a bit by surprise. Yet, it seems always to come when we need it most. Advent is the start of
a new church year. It’s also a new start for you and me. It’s the time to wipe the slate clean,
to expect something new, to believe afresh, to meet God all over again as if for the first
time, to embrace Jesus in faith, to be refreshed through our saving and uplifting connection
to Jesus, the Vine, and to rejoice in all the blessings he brings us. They are blessings that
last not just for a season, but for all of eternity!



