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The Reason We Love Christmas 
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Luke chapter 2 is the most famous Christmas account in the Bible. In fact, the children will share 
that account with you a bit later in this service. But before this famous account of Luke 2, in the 
first chapter of Luke, we have the account of how Mary found out she would give birth to the 
long-promised Savior. It was a rather startling event, and understandably, she was shocked. But 
let me share with you now how Joseph, Mary’s fiancé, found out about it. It is recorded for us in 
(Matthew 1:18-23). This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" -- 
which means, "God with us." (Rev. 7:12) "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and 
honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!"  
 
There’s something special about Christmas. I’ve always felt that there is something unique, 
something wonderful, something extra-special about Christmas. I’m guessing that many of you 
feel the same way too. There is perhaps no other holiday that has so many special traditions. 
There is perhaps no other season that is more nostalgic for many of us. There is perhaps no other 
celebration that has as many special songs connected with it. There is perhaps no other time of 
the year that is quite as special as Christmas. But why is that? What sets Christmas apart from 
the rest of the holidays? That’s the question the children are asking, and answering for us today. 
And I don’t want to repeat what they are saying for they are telling us what we need to know  
about Christmas and why we should love Christmas. But let me expand just a bit on what they 
are sharing.  
 
I’ll begin by taking you back to a warm summer day by the side of a perfectly calm pond or lake. 
Remember how the water was as smooth as glass? Remember how it reflected everything around 
it like a mirror? Now do you remember how you or someone with you picked up a stone and 
threw it into the water? Remember the splash the stone made when it hit the water? And then do 
you remember how waves went rippling out from that splash and traveled across the entire 
surface of the water? Well, Jesus’ birth was the splash that sent waves rippling across Judea, and 
around the world, and through the ages, and into our lives. The angel’s words to Joseph 
summarize why Jesus’ birth was so special, why his arrival was the first splash that sent waves of 
change rushing outward.  
 
Now you have to understand that when Joseph heard these words from the angel, he and Mary 
were engaged to be married. But they were not yet married, and certainly had not consummated 
their marriage. So when Joseph found out that Mary was pregnant, it was a bit of a shock, to state 
it mildly. But Joseph decided to quietly call off the marriage to spare Mary as many problems as 
possible. And that’s when the angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and gave him this important 
message. "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
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the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." There were already some 
ripples in Joseph’s pond, what with Mary’s situation. But the angel’s appearance in his dream, 
and his words was a major splash in the serenity of Joseph’s pond. In fact, the angel brought a 
message of life-changing waves into Joseph’s world. Wave number 1: Mary is a virtuous lady. 
The baby she is carrying is conceived in a miraculous way by the Holy Spirit. So her baby will 
be the Son of God. Wave number 2: You are to take Mary home as your wife and raise this Son 
of God. Wave number 3: This baby, this Son of God, will save all who believe in him from the 
penalty of their sins. Which is why God wanted this baby named Jesus. “Jesus” literally means 
“Savior.” Joseph then understood.  
 
This baby, this son of God and of flesh, was the long-promised Christ, the Messiah. This was the 
one God promised to Adam and Eve way back in the Garden of Eden after they had disobeyed 
God. This was the one God promised to bring forth from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s line. This 
was the one God spoke about repeatedly through the Old Testament prophets. This was the one 
that the Jews had been waiting for, longing for, praying for so eagerly for so long. This promised 
one, this Christ, was conceived by the Holy Spirit inside his fiancé, and Joseph would help raise 
him, and the boy would be named Jesus because he [would] save his people from their sins. Talk 
about a message that sent waves of change through Joseph’s life. Joseph understood the basics, 
and it was enough to rock his world. But that message from the angel was the splash that sent 
ripples of change through the whole world. It was the announcement that God had intervened on 
behalf of humans.  
 
You know that every person who lives is different. We have different looks, different 
complexions, different hair-color, different eye-color, different personalities, different interests 
and talents, and different DNA. But there is one way that we are all the same. There is one thing 
that every single person has in common. We are all sinners. We are all the product of sinful 
mothers and sinful fathers, therefore we are all sinful. And we don’t have to look too hard in our 
lives to see the mistakes we have made, the wrongs we have done. And therefore we all have 
another thing in common. Because of our sins, we all deserve the holy God’s severest 
punishment, damnation. And that is why God intervened. Because God did not want everyone to 
be damned.  
 
God is so filled with love and compassion and mercy that he sent his Son to Earth. He was born 
of a woman, but conceived by God, so that he was God, and so that he was not sinful. And as 
God and Man, he lived a life of perfection, the type of life it was impossible for any ordinary 
human to live. And then he offered up that perfect life as a holy sacrifice for the sins of all people 
on the altar of the bloody cross. By his holy life, and innocent death, Jesus made atonement for 
the sins of the world, for your sins and my sins. That’s how this baby Joseph was told about 
[would] save his people from their sins. This world was lost without a Savior, so God sent the 
world a Savior. God sent the world his Son. And he sent his Son, Jesus, to the world to die in the 
world because that was the only way to save the world. And that was the angel’s message to 
Joseph and to us.  
 
And that’s why Jesus' birth was the stone’s splash that started the rippling waves that changed the 
world. Jesus was born (That was the splash). Jesus lived a holy life (That was a ripple). Jesus 
died an innocent and horrible death (That was another ripple). Jesus’ dead body was buried in a 
tomb (That was another ripple, the most troubling one of all). A stone thrown into the water 
makes a splash. But that stone never comes back to the surface of the water. Well Jesus' birth was 
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the splash. Jesus' death was the sinking of the stone, as he was buried in the depths of the Earth. 
But that stone, the stone named Jesus, raised up from the depths and came floating back to the 
surface. Jesus took his life back again, because he was Man and God.  
 
And that was the next, and greatest ripple of all. Jesus died, and he rose back to life, which 
proves that he was the Son of God and that he did what he came to do, pay for our sins in full. 
And the tidal wave of that event is still sweeping through the world. And it all began with the 
splash of Jesus’ birth. That’s the reason there are so many special traditions at Christmas. That’s 
the reason the Christmas season is more nostalgic for many of us. That’s the reason there are so 
many special songs connected with it. That’s the reason that no other time of the year is quite as 
special as Christmas. That’s what sets Christmas apart from the rest of the holidays. That’s the 
reason we love Christmas.  
 
Jesus’ birth is the splash that sent waves of significant change through the world, through your 
life and mine. And it doesn’t just affect us in regard to receiving forgiveness from God and 
eternal salvation in heaven one day, though those are undeniably incredible and undeserved 
blessings, the greatest blessings possible. But the ripples of Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection 
affect us each and every single day of our lives.  
 
Think about it. To have a God who would go to such incredible lengths to save us. To have a 
God who would leave his heavenly home behind and be born here on earth, specifically to die 
here in the most horrible way, just to win forgiveness for us, affects us every single day. It means 
that we have a God who loves us beyond human comprehension and measure. It means that we 
have a God who is invested in us, who takes action for us, who cares about us so deeply that he 
will go to incredible lengths for us. And if our God will die for us, then we know that our God 
will live for us too. He will work for us, and care for us, and provide for us, and protect us, and 
guide us, and be with us, and bless us, and uplift and encourage us, and work everything out for 
our good. These ripples of blessings from Jesus affect us every second of our lives, and for all of 
eternity.  
 
What an immense comfort this knowledge is in our day-to-day lives! We have a God who was 
born for us, to die for us, to live again for us, to be with us every single day, to care for us every 
single day, and to one day take us home to heaven. And that’s the reason that we love Jesus! And 
Jesus is the reason that we love Christmas!  
 


