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Isaiah 35:1-10 (vss. 3-4) Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say
to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with
vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." (1 Timothy 1:17) Now to
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

Do you realize that there are only 10 days until Christmas Eve? How does that make you
feel? That means that there are only 10 shopping days left before Christmas. There are only
maybe 7 mailing days left. And if your packages have to travel any kind of distance
through the mail, there are fewer days than that. Not to mention the fact that the Post
Office is warning everyone to expect the longest lines of the entire year these next days.
How do you feel now? Is your blood pressure rising? Is your heart beating faster? Is there a
sudden queasiness in your stomach? Do you feel a headache coming on? It's supposed to
be a peaceful, joyful time of year — a time of eager anticipation to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Yet in many ways it's one of the most stressful and aggravating times of the year. We have
to write the annual Christmas letter. And brave shopping-mall crowds and traffic jams.
And find the perfect Christmas gifts for the people on our shopping list, and hope we
haven’t forgotten anyone. And fit extra holiday events into already crammed schedules.
And buy all those extra gifts and still pay the usual bills. And then we have to wrap the
gifts we buy.

It's supposed to be a peaceful, joyful time of year — a time of eager anticipation to celebrate
Jesus’ birth. But instead of longing to celebrate Christ’s coming, all too often we just long
for it all to be over. It's easy to lose our focus on the real reason for the season. It’s easy to
lose our joy in the Savior's birth, even though we know Christ’s birth is the focus, the
foundation, the centerpiece, and the most significant thing of all the season’s activity. And
in the midst of all the hustle and bustle, in the face of our sin and shortcomings, we
sometimes get discouraged.

But realize that the people of the Old Testament got discouraged too. From the time of
Adam and Eve when God had first promised a Savior, from almost the very beginning of
time, the people of the Old Testament were waiting. Adam and Eve waited for the Savior.
The patriarchs waited for the Savior, Noah, Abraham & Sarah, Isaac and Rebeccah, Jacob
and his wives, the sons of Jacob and their descendants, the Israelites, Moses and Aaron, the
generals, and Joshua and Caleb waited. The judges, Gideon, Deborah and Samson, waited.
The prophets, Elijah and Elisha, Isaiah and Jeremiah, and all the others waited. The kings,
David and Solomon, waited. All the believers of the Old Testament, regardless of their age
or gender or social or political position waited. Sin surrounded them. Sadness was a
constant intruder in their lives. Wars raged around them. Famine and disease affected their
lives. Their loved ones died. Their strength faded until they too died. All the while they
waited and waited for the promised Christ.



They were still waiting at Isaiah's time when he wrote the words of our focus verses. By
this time, the kingdom of Israel had split into two. The Northern Kingdom had turned to
idol worship and immorality and had been carried away into captivity, never to return.
Things in Judah were going the same route. So the Holy Spirit moved Isaiah to write words
to the people of the future, to the believing Jews who found themselves in captivity in
Babylon, to the Jews who returned to Jerusalem, to the hard work of rebuilding the city, to
all the Jews after Isaiah who were still waiting for the promised Savior, and to the
Christians of the New Testament who were struggling to keep their chins up in the midst of
so much stress and frustration.

Isaiah wrote to encourage God’s people to keep on longing for the Savior. To do so, he
wrote about the blessings of the time when Jesus would come as Savior. The Old
Testament Jews were discouraged, yet still they waited for the Messiah. In fact, at [saiah's
time, they still had 700 years to wait. But the Lord turned their attention to the coming
Savior. He gave those discouraged believers the words of our focus verses. He said, in
essence, "I know how things are now, but better times are coming. I am sending the Christ
and great blessings will come through him.” So, (3-4) Strengthen the feeble hands, steady
the knees that give way; say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God
will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you."

The Lord said to the Old Testament believers, “Be encouraged and encourage one
another.” And why? Because Christ the Messiah, your God will come with punishment for
God's enemies, and with salvation for God's faithful. The sins that so plagued God’s
people, the attractions of the world that kept seducing God’s people, the sinful flesh that
rejoiced in disobeying God, the arch-enemy, Satan, who utilized all of the above to drag
God’s people away from God. All of these bitter foes of God’s people would all be
vanquished by the Christ. And not only would the Christ deal with a vengeance with the
spiritual enemies of God’s people, but he will bring great blessings to God's faithful.

(Isaiah 35:4-6) say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will
come, he will come to save you.” Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of
the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.
For the people of Isaiah’s day, these beautiful pictures were promises of future blessings.
The LORD promised the people at Isaiah's time that he would send the Christ, and that the
Christ would bring great blessings. The LORD wanted to comfort his people. He wanted
them to long for Christ’s coming.

For the people of Jesus’ day in Judah, they saw these promised things happen in a literal,
physical way. Jesus did his miracles, in love for the people, and to fulfill these prophecies.
And Jesus literally opened the eyes of the blind, and unstopped the ears of the deaf. He
healed the lame, and cured the mute tongues. How could the people of Jesus’ day not see
Jesus as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecies? Certainly some recognized it, and rejoiced.

For us, these wonderful blessings are typically experienced in a spiritual way. We (God’s
people) see the glory of the LORD (of Jehovah, the Covenant God), we see the splendor of
our God. (who kept his promise to send a Savior, a Redeemer, a Liberator) Our spiritually
blind eyes are opened to see our Savior, and our forgiveness, and our salvation, brought to



us by Christ, our Savior. Our spiritual eyes are opened to see the wonder of God’s love.
And our spiritually deaf ears (which had not heard of the Lord’s love) are now unstopped
to hear the amazing news that the holy God really loves us and forgives all our sins for the
sake of Jesus. Our spiritually lame bodies (which were previously incapable of any motion
pleasing to God) now leap like deer in our eagerness to serve God with our lives. And our
spiritually mute tongues (which did not and could not rejoice in God) now shout for joy at
the recognition of God’s grace and love.

We have seen the Lord's love exhibited by the Father sending his own Son, and the Son
offering his own life. We have heard of the Lord's love in his Word, given by the Holy
Spirit. We have been assured that all of our iniquity has been atoned for by our Savior,
Jesus. Our sins of impatience, and anger, and covetousness, and every other sin as well are
all washed away by the blood Jesus shed for us. We have been made new in our hearts by
the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit. We are now able because of faith to serve our Lord.
We are able to fight against our sinful flesh and resist the devil’s temptations and we do so
to the best of our ability. We are able to praise our Lord, and tell others of our Lord and we
eagerly do so. We recognize that we are the recipients of gifts beyond description and
understanding and that recognition translates directly into the way we think, and feel, and
act. So we, each and every one of us, are the fulfillment of this prophecy from Isaiah. And
praise God that we are!

The first coming of Christ has brought us great blessings. At this time of year as we
approach Christmas, it is good for us to reflect on these tremendous blessings that are ours
through Christ. It is necessary to reflect on these blessings and to remember that Jesus’
birth is what started God’s process of giving to us those blessings we now enjoy. But we
still get discouraged, don't we? We still have problems all around us. We still have the
difficulties that come from living in this sinful world. We still have the distractions turning
our attention away from God, even at a time of year when we are supposed to concentrate
more on God. In our weakness, we still sin, and unfortunately we will continue to sin until
we die. Well, the words spoken to the discouraged believers of the Old Testament are
spoken to the discouraged believers of the New Testament too.

(3-4) Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with fearful
hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with
divine retribution he will come to save you." Just as the discouraged believers of the Old
Testament were encouraged by God’s promise to come, so we are encouraged by that same
promise. God still wants us to long for and look for Christ’s coming. God kept that promise
by sending Jesus into the world the first time to be our Savior from sin. God will keep that
same promise by sending Jesus into the world again to deliver the world once-and-for all
from the effects of sin. Praise God, Christ is coming again. Take heart, Christians, Christ is
coming again.

And how do the words of our focus verses apply to the time when Jesus comes again? First
of all, those enemies of Christ and Christ’s people will be dealt with in vengeance. Those
who reject God’s Word, who could care less about God and his will, who don’t think they
need a Savior, who take great joy in making life difficult for God’s people, will be cast
away from God into eternal destruction. But for those who know Christ, who rejoice in



Christ, who eagerly greet Christ. For you and me and all other Christians, Jesus again
brings incredible blessings. When Jesus comes again, those spiritual blessings promised to
the Old Testament people, the blessings we enjoy today, will be realized in their perfect
form. Spiritual eyes will be fully opened to see all. Spiritual ears will be fully opened to
hear all. Spiritual minds will be fully opened to understand all. Spiritual hearts will be fully
filled to experience only joy. Spiritual legs will be fully healed to walk perfectly in God's
ways. Spiritual tongues will be fully loosed to praise God. But those same blessings will
not only be true in the spiritual sense, but also in the physical sense.

When Jesus comes again. Then will the (PHYSICAL) eyes of the blind be opened, and the
(PHYSICAL) ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the (PHYSICALLY) lame leap like a
deer, and the (PHYSICALLY) mute tongue shout for joy. When Jesus comes again, our
imperfect bodies will be made perfect. But there’s more! When Jesus comes again, then
will we finally be beyond the difficulties of life. Then will we finally be beyond the
frustrations, and the sins that constantly plague us, and the effects of sin that are all around
us. Then will we finally be beyond this imperfect world, and this imperfect life.

Look at how the Lord pictures that time for his believers when Christ returns again. (8-10)
And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not
journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked fools will not go about on
it. No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will not be found
there. But only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the LORD will return.
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy
will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. I know that this time of year
can be frustrating, and aggravating, and stressful. I know that life in general can be the
same. But friends, don’t let the frustration, and the aggravation, and the stress of the season
distract you from what Christmas is really about. Don’t let problems, or fear, or despair of
life keep you from longing for Jesus. Don’t let your covetousness, or selfishness, or
crabbiness, or worry, or sin of any kind rule your lives, or ruin your Christmas joy. Be
encouraged, and encourage one another with the words of our focus verses. (3-4)
Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with fearful
hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with
divine retribution he will come to save you."

Christ came once into the world with great blessing. Remember and rejoice in those
blessings! Christ will come again into the world with great blessing. Remember those
blessings as well. As Isaiah writes, (vss. 9-10) But only the redeemed will walk there, and
the ransomed of the LORD ... They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will
crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee
away. Wait for that day. Look forward to that day. Long for that day. Because when Jesus
comes again, everything will finally be just the way it’s supposed to be. When Jesus comes
again, all true believers will finally have perfect peace, and perfect joy, and perfect bodies.
And that perfection will last forever and ever. The more we remember Christ’s first
coming, the more we look forward to his second coming. And the more we reflect upon the
blessings Jesus brings us, the less discouraged, and the more joyful we will be.



